Brazil: Physician Warns Ianomami Tribe Faces Extinction by Neagle, John
University of New Mexico
UNM Digital Repository
NotiSur Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)
1-30-1990
Brazil: Physician Warns Ianomami Tribe Faces
Extinction
John Neagle
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiSur by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.
Recommended Citation
Neagle, John. "Brazil: Physician Warns Ianomami Tribe Faces Extinction." (1990). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur/4255
LADB Article Id:  071348
ISSN:  1060-4189
©2011  The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved. Page 1 of 1
Brazil: Physician Warns Ianomami Tribe Faces Extinction
by John Neagle
Category/Department:  General
Published:  Tuesday, January 30, 1990
On Jan. 26 in Rio de Janeiro, Patrick Aeberhard, president of Doctors of the World, told AFP that
some 9,000 members of the Ianomami tribe in the Amazon face certain extinction from malnutrition,
malaria, tuberculosis and other diseases unless immediate steps are taken to safeguard their health.
Aeberhard said he revisited during the week the same Ianomami Indians he saw six years ago in
the northern part of Roraima state, bordering Venezuela, finding them all in a "catastrophic state."
Aeberhard said the Indians were more in need of urgent medical attention than the thousands of
"garimpeiros" (gold prospectors) who had invaded the Ianomami's lands bringing with them all
sorts of diseases and practices that have wreaked havoc on the environment. "Game animals have
disappeared from the region and the rivers are contaminated from the mercury the prospectors use
to get their gold dust," he said. The physician added that these ecological changes were to blame for
malnutrition spreading among the Ianamami children. Next, Aeberhard said that he could see no
results of the enforcement of the government's decision to remove 40,000 garimpeiros from Roraima.
He also pointed out that the local authorities' decision in 1986 barring foreigners from the region
terminated a health program Doctors of the World had begun setting up for the Ianomami. The
physician said his organization would seek international financial support to launch an immediate
health program in the region. He said he had informed the Brazilian Health Ministry and President
Jose Sarney of the situation but had received no response. (Basic data from AFP, 01/26/90)
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